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In This Book

For more information,
see Survival Guide (p178)

Currency
US dollar ($)

Visas
The US Visa Waiver Program allows visitors 

from 38 countries to arrive without a visa. 
Visitors from elsewhere must secure a 

tourist visa in advance.

Money
ATMs are widely available and credit 

cards are accepted in all hotels and most 
restaurants.

Cell Phones
International cell (mobile) phones will work 
with roaming. Some unlocked GSM phones 

will work with local SIMs.

Time
Paci  c Standard Time (PST; UTC/GMT 

minus eight hours) Nov to mid-Mar; Paci  c 
Daylight Savings Time (PDT; UTC/GMT 

minus seven hours) mid-Mar to Oct.

Plugs & Adaptors
LA area outlets demand the North American 

20A/120V grounded plug.

Tipping
Tipping is considered mandatory for sit-down, 

full-service meals. The minimum tip should 
be 15-20%. Tip bartenders, too ($1 per drink 

will su   ce).

 Arriving in Los 
Angeles

 Los Angeles is more spread out than most 
major cities, and although there is a vibrant 
downtown, it’s rather compact and LA is not. 
In fact, the city is a quilt with several self-
contained neighborhoods knitted together, 
and transport details within and between 
them varies.

A From Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX)

Destination Best Transport
Hollywood, Silver 
Lake

Metro bus 42, Metro 
Red Line

Downtown Metro Red Line, 
Flyaway Union Station

West Hollywood, 
Mid-City

Flyaway Westwood, 
Metro 20/720, Metro 4

Santa Monica BBB 3

Venice BBB 3, CC 1

Culver City Flyaway Westwood, 
BBB 12

Burbank, Universal 
City

Flyaway Union Station, 
Metrolink

Getting Around
LA has an automobile pathos. Meaning 
almost everyone who lives here owns a car, 
and wishes they had a better one. However, 
there are multiple public transport options 
that link up and overlap throughout the LA 
area.

m Metro & Metrolink
The Metro subway system is ever-expanding 
and links downtown LA with Hollywood, 
Koreatown, Pasadena, Long Beach, LAX, 
Culver City and, beginning in 2015, Santa 
Monica. It also connects with Metrolink light-
rail service to Burbank and Orange County.

J Bus
The best bus services are offered by LA’s 
Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA; %323-
466-3876; www.metro.net; fares from $1.75), 
which has a handy trip planner on its website, 
and Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus (%310-
451-5444; www.bigbluebus.com; fares start 
from $1).

K Taxi
Taxis are quite expensive and should only 
be used between nearby destinations. Uber 
(www.uber.com), the on-demand car service 
which allows you to order and pay for a ride 
via a smartphone app, is quite popular and 
useful here.

 Your   Daily Budget
Budget less than $100 

  Dorm beds from $35

  Excellent supermarkets for self-catering

  Ample free concerts and events

Midrange $150–250 
  Midrange sleeping options from $120

  Two-course dinner and glass of wine $40

  Night out with live music from $50

Top end from $250 
  Sleeping options from $250

  Lunch and drinks at industry haunt $75 
and up

Useful  Websites
Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/usa/
los-angeles) Destination information, hotel 
bookings, traveler forum.

Los Angeles Downtown News (www.ladown
townnews.com) If it works, eats, drinks or 
sleeps downtown, they have the scoop.

LA Weekly (www.laweekly.com) LA’s trusted 
indie news and culture rag.

Advance Planning
 Three  months  before Book your hotel and 
rental car, and secure concert tickets.

 One  month before Buy tickets for exhibition 
openings at LACMA or MOCA.

  One week before Reserve a table at any 
top-tier restaurant, and make reservations 
for high-demand bars and clubs such as 
No Vacancy.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

Don’t Miss
Central Garden
 More than a few visitors spend more time outside 
the museum’s hallowed halls than inside, thanks 
to the magnificent, Robert Irwin–designed 
central garden. The 134,000-sq-ft design includes 
a stream that winds through and past 500-plus 
plant varieties that twist into a labyrinthine swirl.

Permanent Collection
 Although not everyone is captivated by the 
Getty’s collection of European art, which spans 
the 17th to 20th centuries, there are some gems. 
Pieces from the baroque period can be found 
in the east pavilion, the west pavilion features 
neoclassical and Romantic sculpture and decora-
tive arts, while the north pavilion is stuffed with 
medieval and Renaissance pieces. Must-sees 
include Van Gogh’s Irises, Monet’s Wheatstacks, 
Rembrandt’s The Abduction of Europa and 
Titian’s Venus and Adonis. 

Rotating Exhibitions
 Of course, if moldy old Euro art bores you, 
you’ll almost certainly find something edgy and 
contemporary floating through on an exhibi-
tion basis. The center often hosts mind-bending 
installations and unique photography or multi-
media exhibits.

 %310-440-7300

 www.getty.edu

 1200 Getty Center Dr, o   
I-405 Fwy

 admission free

 h10am-5:30pm Tue-Fri & 
Sun, to 9pm Sat

 y Top Tips
 A great time to visit 

is in the late afternoon 
after the crowds have 
thinned.

 Children can take a 
Family Tour, visit the 
interactive Family Room, 
borrow a kid-oriented 
audioguide or browse the 
special kid bookstore.

 Although most people 
drive (parking is $15), 
you can also take the bus 
(Metro 761), which stops 
at the main gate.

5 Take a Break
The Getty Center is 
just 15 minutes from 
downtown Beverly 
Hills where you’ll find 
LA’s best Jewish deli, 
Nate n Al (p61) 
and, arguably, its best 
Mediterranean kitchen, 
Momed (p61).

 In its billion-dollar, in-the-clouds perch, high above 
the city grit and grime, the Getty Center presents 
triple delights: a stellar art collection (Renaissance 
to David Hockney), Richard Meier’s cutting-edge 
architecture (you’ll love the jutting, cut-limestone 
bricks) and the visual splendor of seasonally chang-
ing gardens. On clear days, you can add breath-
taking views of the city and ocean to the list.

Top Sights
 Getty Center
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Getting There

K Car The Getty 
Center is best ac-
cessed from the I-405, 
exit Getty Center Dr.

J Bus You can also 
take the bus (Metro 
761), which stops at 
the main gate.

Getty CenterWorth a Trip 6968

Venice Beach mural, Endangered Species by Emily Winters 
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 The Venice Stroll  159

1 South Venice 
Beach
 South of the Venice Pier 
is the untrammeled 
beach of South Venice.

2 Venice Canals
 Even many Angelenos 
have no idea that just a 
couple of blocks away 
from the boardwalk 
madness is an idyllic 
neighborhood that 
preserves 3 miles of 
canals of the late devel-
oper and tobacco mogul 
Abbot Kinney.

3 Venice 
Boardwalk
 The famed Venice 
Boardwalk (p106 ) is 
a vortex for the loony, 
the free-spirited, the hip 
and athletic. Here are 
outdoor gyms, beach 
rentals, skate parks and 
drum circles.

4 Muscle Beach
 Gym rats with an 
exhibitionist streak can 
get a tan and a workout 
at this famous outdoor 
gym (p107 ) right on 
the Venice Boardwalk 
where Arnold once 
bulked up alfresco.

MURAL COMMISSIONED BY SPARC (SOCIAL AND 
PUBLIC ART RESOURCE CENTER) THROUGH ITS 
GREAT WALLS UNLIMITED: NEIGHBORHOOD 
PRIDE PROGRAM,WITH SUPPORT FROM THE 
LOS ANGELES CULTURAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT 
(CR 1990 EMILY WINTERS, ARTIST)

5 Venice Beach 
Graffiti Park
 Keep your camera at the 
ready as you approach 
the tagged-up towers 
and free standing 
concrete wall of Venice 
Beach Graffiti Park 
(p107 ), forever open to 
aerosol artists to curb 
vandalism.

6 Venice Beach 
Skate Park
 Long the destination 
of local skate punks, 
the concrete at Venice 
Beach Skate Park 
(p107 ) has been molded 
and steel-fringed into 
17,000 sq ft of vert, 
tranny and street ter-
rain with unbroken 
ocean views.

7 Fig Tree’s Café
 If you’re hungry already, 
Fig Tree’s Café (p112 ) 
serves the best eats on 
the Boardwalk.

8 Ballerina Clown 
& the Chiat/Day 
Buildings
 On Main St are two 
of Venice’s more 
captivating buildings. 
The ballerina clown 
rises like a twisted god/
goddess from the corner 
of Main and Rose on an 

otherwise pedestrian 
building. Across the 
street is Gehry’s epic 
Chiat/Day building.

9 Abbot Kinney 
Boulevard
 Abbot Kinney, the man 
who dug the canals and 

christened the town, 
would probably be 
delighted to find the 
stretch of his name-
sake boulevard (p109 ) 
stacked with unique, 
individually owned 
boutiques, galleries and 
sensational restaurants.

2 The Walk
  Step into the  Venice lifestyle and rub shoulders 
with folks who believe that certain truths will only 
be revealed to those who disco-skate in a Speedo-
and-turban ensemble. And, while such people may 
exist largely in their own universe, they happen to 
know that there are more moments of Zen packed 
into this tiny beach community than in most other 
’hoods combined.

Start Ocean Front Walk and Washington Blvd; 
J BBB 1

Finish Abbot Kinney Blvd; J MTA 33

Length 3.5 miles; two hours

5 Take a Break
The best place to put your feet up is one of the 
many cafes and restaurants along Abbot Kinney 
Blvd. If you’re hungry for a quick bite, consider  Ab-
bot’s Pizza (p111), or tuck into something more 
substantial at  Joe’s (p110).
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across North America. Its 
main Los Angeles termi-
nal is  downtown (%213-
629-8401; www.greyhound.
com; 1716 E 7th St). Avoid 
arriving after dark.

Getting 
Around
  Although having a car 
is preferable, if you 
confine your excursions 
to the Hollywood–Los 
Feliz–Downtown swirl 
you can do just fine with 
the Metro Red Line. And 
it’s only a moderate ride 
from West Hollywood 
and Beverly Hills to Santa 
Monica aboard buses 
equipped with bike racks. 
Bring a bicycle and your 
mobility and possibilities 
expand.

Bus
y Best for... Traveling 
between di  erent neigh-
borhoods.

  A network of bus routes 
spans the metropolis, 
with most operated by 
 Metro Transit Authority 
(MTA; %323-466-3876; www.
metro.net; fares from $1.75). 
Its one-way fare starts 
at $1.75. Most routes 

operate 5am to 2am 
daily. Individual tickets 
(exact fare required) can 
be purchased from the 
bus driver.

 Fast, frequent Metro 
Rapid buses (numbered 
in the 700s) make limited 
stops. Bus 720 travels 
downtown from Santa 
Monica via Westwood, 
Beverly Hills and Mid-
City’s Miracle Mile along 
Wilshire in about 45 to 90 
minutes, depending on 
departure time.

Big Blue Bus

 Santa Monica’s  Big 
Blue Bus (%310-451-5444; 
www.bigbluebus.com; fares 
from $1) rumbles through 
much of western LA 
including Beverly Hills, 
Culver City, Westwood/
UCLA and Venice. 

 One-way fares are $1 
and transfers to a di  er-
ent bus or bus system are 
50¢. The freeway express 
to Downtown LA costs 
$2 (from another bus, 
transfer is $1). 

 We abbreviate Big Blue 
Bus routes as ‘BBB.’

Car & Motorcycle
y  Best  for... Getting 
around under your own 
steam and grappling with 
the tra   c like a local.

 If you’re planning to 
visit several neighbor-
hoods, it may be wise 
to rent a car. Because 
of LA’s sprawl, public 
transportation can be 
cumbersome and time-
consuming, while taxis 
can be expensive.

 Rental rates start at 
about $35 a day or from 
$125 a week for unlimited 
mileage, exclusive of 
taxes and insurance. 

 LA’s freeways are 
variously referred to by 
number or by name. To 
add to the fun, the same 
freeway may have a dif-
ferent name in a di  erent 
region. Here are the 
biggies:

 I-5 Golden State/Santa 
Ana Fwy

I-10 Santa Monica/San 
Bernardino Fwy

I-110 Pasadena/Harbor 
Fwy

I-405 San Diego Fwy

I-710 Long Beach Fwy

US 101 Hollywood/
Ventura Fwy

Hwy 1 Paci  c Coast Hwy 
(PCH)

 Freeways should be 
avoided during rush hour 
(5am to 9am and 3pm 
to 7pm), although tra   c 
jams can occur at any 

Hollywood around $40, 
to Hollywood to $50 and 
to Disneyland $90.

 Public transportation 
has become a lot easier 
since the arrival of  LAX 
FlyAway (%866-435-
9529; www.lawa.org; one way 
$8). These buses travel 
nonstop to downtown’s 
Union Station ($8, 45 
minutes), Van Nuys ($8, 
45 minutes), Westwood 
Village near UCLA ($10, 
30 minutes), and to 
the Expo Line Light Rail 
station at La Brea and 
Exposition Blvd ($7; 1¼ 
hours) for connections to 
South Central, Hollywood 
and Union Station.

 For Santa Monica or 
Venice, catch the free 
Shuttle C bus to the 
 LAX City Bus Center & 
MetroRail Station (96th 
St & Sepulveda Blvd), then 
change to the Santa 
Monica Rapid 3 ($1, one 
hour). The center is the 
hub for buses serving all 
of LA. If you’re headed 

for Culver City, catch 
Culver City bus 6 ($1, 20 
minutes). For Manhat-
tan or Hermosa Beach, 
hop aboard Beach Cities 
Transit 109 ($1), which 
also stops at Lot G. For 
Redondo Beach head to 
Lot C and hop the Metro 
Local 232 ($1.75). Trip-
planning help is available 
at www.metro.net.

 The Disneyland Resort 
Express travels hourly 
or half-hourly from LAX 
to the main Disneyland 
resorts (adult/child one 
way $30/20, round-trip 
$48/35).

Bob Hope/
Burbank Airport
 Domestic flights oper-
ated by Alaska, American, 
Southwest, United and 
other major US airlines 
also arrive at  Bob Hope/
Burbank Airport (BUR; 
www.burbankairport.com; 
2627 N Hollywood Way, 
Burbank), located about 
14 miles northwest of 

downtown LA. It’s handy 
if you’re headed for 
Hollywood, Downtown or 
Pasadena.

Long Beach Airport
 To the south, on the bor-
der with Orange County, 
the small  Long Beach 
Airport (LGB; www.lgb.org; 
4100 Donald Douglas Dr, Long 
Beach) is convenient for 
Disneyland and is served 
by Alaska, US Airways 
and Jet Blue.

Union Station
  Amtrak (%800-872-
7245; www.amtrak.com), 
America’s national rail 
service, rolls into Los 
Angeles at historic  Union 
Station (%800-872-7245; 
www.amtrak.com; 800 
N Alameda St), located 
downtown.

Greyhound Bus 
Terminal
 Greyhound operates 
extensive, if slow, routes 

Travel Passes
 The Metro Transit Authority (MTA; %323-466-3876; www.metro.net; fares from 
$1.75) operates about 200 bus lines as well as seven Metro Rail lines. A plas-
tic, rechargeable Transit Access Pass can be used throughout the county in 
addition to cash. Currently, the MTA sells weekly passes ($25), valid on both 
bus and rail lines. Tickets and passes are sold at more than 400 retail outlets 
around town, and at MTA customer centers including  Union Station (h6am-
6:30pm Mon-Fri) and  Mid-City (5301 Wilshire Blvd; h9am-5pm Mon-Fri).
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Hollywood (p22)
The nexus of the global 
entertainment industry 
offers starry sidewalks, 
blingy nightclubs and 
celebrity sightings.

Top SightsE
Hollywood Boulevard & the
Hollywood Walk of Fame

Griffith Park, Silver 
Lake & Los Feliz 
(p40)
Where hipsters and 
yuppies collide in an 
immense urban 
playgound crowned with 
a window onto the 
universe.

Top SightsE
Griffith Observatory &
Hollywood Sign

Miracle Mile & 
Mid-City (p70)
Museum Row is the big 
draw, but funky Fairfax 
and the old Farmers 
Market are worthy 
destinations.

Top SightsE
La Brea Tar Pits & 
Page Museum

LACMA

Downtown (p118)
Historical, multilayered 
and fascinating, it's 
become so cool that the 
likes of GQ have called it 
America's best 
downtown. 

Top SightsE
Walt Disney Concert Hall
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West Hollywood & 
Beverly Hills 
(p54)
Big dollars and gay 
fabulous, wonderful 
shopping, sinful eateries 
and terrific nightlife too. 
From here you can 
explore the entire city.

Santa Monica 
(p88)
Mix with the surf rats, 
skate punks, yoga 
freaks, psychics and 
street performers along 
a stretch of sublime 
coastline.

Top SightsE
Santa Monica Pier &
Beach

Venice (p104)
Inhale an incense-
scented whiff of Venice, 
a boho beach town 
and longtime haven for 
artists, New Agers and 
free spirits.

Top SightsE
Venice Boardwalk

Burbank & 
Universal City 
(p140)
Home to a theme park, 
Sushi Row and most of 
LA’s major movie 
studios. It’s also the 
birthplace of car culture 
and porn.

Top SightsE
Universal Studios

 Los Angeles 
Neighborhoods
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1 Circumnavigate the Rose 
Bowl 
 One of LA’s most venerable land-
marks, the 1922   Rose Bowl Stadium 
(%626-577-3100; www.rosebowlstadium.
com; 1001 Rose Bowl Dr) can seat up to 
93,000 spectators and has its moment 
in the sun every New Year’s Day 
when it hosts the famous Rose Bowl 
postseason college football game. It is 
surrounded by  Brookside Park, which 
is a nice spot for hiking, cycling and 
picnicking. Many locals run or pedal 
around the stadium each afternoon.

2 Tour the Gamble House
 It’s the exquisite attention to detail 
that impresses most at the   Gamble 
House (%info 626-793-3334, tickets 800-
979-3370; www.gamblehouse.org; 
4 Westmoreland Pl; tours adult/child from 
$12.50/free; htours noon-3pm Thu-Sun, gift 
shop 10am-5pm Tue-Sat, 11:30am-5pm Sun; 
p), a 1908 masterpiece of Craftsman 
architecture built by Charles and 
Henry Greene for Proctor & Gamble 
heir David Gamble.

3 Enjoy World Class Art
 Rodin’s The Thinker is only a mind-
teasing overture to the full sym-
phony of art in store at this exquisite 
museum. The highly accessible, user-
friendly galleries at   Norton Simon 
(www.nortonsimon.org; 411 W Colorado Blvd; 
adult/child $10/free; hnoon-6pm Wed-Mon, 
to 9pm Fri; p) teem with choice works 
by Rembrandt, Renoir, Raphael, Van 
Gogh, Botticelli and Picasso.

4 A Steampunk Scene
 An amazing boutique with a steam-
punk vibe,   Gold Bug (%626-744-9963; 
www.goldbugpasadena.com; 22 E Union St; 
h10am-5pm Mon, 10am-6pm Tue-Sat, noon-
5pm Sun) shows work and collections 
created or curated by 100 area artists. 
We saw one robotic metallic Cheshire 
Cat, exquisite vintage jewelry and 
lamps, raw crystals and selenite and a 
terrific art book collection.

5 California Style
 The   Pasadena Museum of California 
Art (www.pmcaonline.org; 490 E Union St; 
adult/student & senior/child $7/5/free, 1st 
Fri of month free; hnoon-5pm Wed-Sun; 
p) is a progressive gallery dedicated 
to art, architecture and design cre-
ated by California artists since 1850. 
Shows change every few months. The 
museum is free on the first Friday of 
every month.

6 Dinner & Music
 Dine on acclaimed Basque cuisine at 
the chef-owned   Racion (%626-396-
3090; http://racionrestaurant.com; 119 W 
Green St; shared plates $5-27; h6-10pm 
Tue-Thu, 6-11pm Fri, 11am-2pm & 5:30-11pm 
Sat, 11am-2pm & 5:30-10pm Sun), then 
enjoy some of the best LA-area 
jazz talent doing their thing in   Red 
White & Bluezz’ (%626-792-4441; www.
redwhitebluezz.com; 37 S El Molino Ave; 
h10:30am-9pm Sun, from 11am Mon-Wed, 
11am-11pm Thu, to midnight Fri & Sat) brassy 
Old Town environs. The latter also 
serves dinner.

One could argue that there is more blue-blood, 
meat-eating, robust Americana in Pasadena than 
in all other LA neighborhoods combined. Here is 
a community with a preppy old soul, a historical 
perspective, an appreciation for art and jazz and a 
slightly progressive undercurrent.

Getting There

L Metrolink’s Gold 
Line serves Pasadena 
and connects it to 
downtown.

K Take I-110 from 
downtown or the I-134 
from Burbank.

Local Life
 Pasadena

PasadenaWorth a Trip 139138
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Browsing a vintage shop

Diane von Furstenberg 
You know the lady. She 
deals in high-end couture. 
(p66 )

Fred Segal A decon-
structed department 
store with choice fashion 
offerings. Celebs love it. 
(p65 )

Lotta Boutique A breezy 
boutique stocked with 
divine dresses that have 
lured in Beyoncé on the 
regular. (p84 )

Abbot Kinney Blvd 
Unique boutiques, 
galleries, lofts and 
vintage clothing stores. 
(p109 )

Best Offbeat
Spitfire Girl Our favorite 
gift shop in the city is 
a quirky cute staple. 
(p51 )

OK A brainy gift shop 
geared toward those with 
refined taste and dispos-
able income. (p85 )

Wacko A warehouse of 
kitsch, with a welcome 
literary impulse. (p51 )

Best Rummage
Fashion District Sample 
Sales Dig for hidden 
gems among the indie 
design workshops. (p123)

Melrose Trading Post 
A dreamy flea market 
at Fairfax High School. 
(p67 )

Espionage Tasteful mel-
ange of new and vintage 
goods. (p84 )

There’s  no other way to really say it. Angelenos 
are compulsive shoppers. You can buy anything 
here. A human skull? Check. A three-speed 
vibrator with multiple attachments? Check. A 
vintage, turn-of-the-century Parisian baby doll 
dress? Check. Japanimation action  gures for 
grown-up hipsters? Yes! Not to mention some of 
the best and worst fashion ever to come out of 
any workshop.

High End, Darling
 Heavyweight fashion houses cluster around 
Melrose Pl, and Fred Segal has two such out-
posts. Just know that if you do enter these 
hallowed halls, you will want to buy everything, 
compulsively seek out ever more obscene price 
tags in a blind ‘but-I-want-these!’ rage and you 
may whimper, even as you fork over a week’s pay 
for a pair of stockings or some eyeliner. But, hey, 
this is LA, baby. There’s no crying at the register!

Keep it Indie, Keep it Local
 Here’s the one knock on the indie shops, labels 
and boutiques: they’re all so damn expensive 
when compared to the Banana Republics of the 
world. But if you’re into shopping with honor, and 
espouse a ‘do no harm’ lifestyle, then you will seek 
out LA’s indie boutiques. You might make a sample 
sale in the Fashion District, and hunt down start-
up designers on the Silver Lake streets.

House of Quirk (& Smut)
 If you are partial to midnight screenings of the 
Rocky Horror Picture Show, and enjoy the strange 
microtastes of all-over-the-map gift shops and gen-
re bending sex-shops, then LA is your Neverland.

Best of the Best
Barneys New York LA’s 
best department store. 
They have a warehouse 
sale twice a year. 
(p67 )

Reformation Accessible 
fashion with an ecologi-
cal ethos. (p65 )

Shopping
Best

y Top Tips
 Save gas and 

aggravation by 
conquering LA-area 
boutiques a neigh-
borhood at a time. 

 LA’s farmers 
markets are not 
just great places to 
brunch and people-
watch – young indie 
designers often set 
up stalls o  ering 
boho wear and 
elegant jewelry.
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 Taxi
y Best for... short hops 
within contained neigh-
borhoods. Crosstown 
cabs cost your  rstborn.
 Most companies charge 
a $2.85 base fee then 
$2.70 per mile. Costs can 
add up quickly in traffic-
snarled LA. Surcharges 
for airport trips may 
apply.

 Beverly Hills Cab Co 
(%800-273-6611; www.
beverlyhillscabco.com) 
 Checker Cab (%800-300-
5007; http://ineedtaxi.com) 
Taxi Taxi (%310-444-4444; 
www.santamonicataxi.com) In 
Santa Monica. 

Uber (www.uber.com) The 
app-based driver service, 
is hugely popular here 
and is a nice alternative 
to taxis.

Essential 
Information

  Business Hours
 Normal business hours 

are 9am to 5pm Monday 
to Friday. Banks usually 
open from 8:30am to 
4:30pm Monday to 

Thursday and to 5:30pm 
on Friday; some also 
open from 9am to 2pm 
on Saturday.

 Shops open from 10am 
to 7pm Monday to Sat-
urday, though shopping 
malls may close later, and 
open from 11am to 6pm 
on Sunday. 

 Bars are generally open 
from late afternoon until 
2am.

 Restaurants generally 
serve lunch from 11am 
to 3pm and dinner from 
5:30pm to 10pm.

 Electricity

 

 Emergency
  Police,  Fire,  Ambulance 
(%911) 

 Rape & Battering 
Hotline (%310-392-8381, 
213-626-3393; h24hr)  

 Rape Treatment Center, 
UCLA (%310-319-4503)  

  Public Holidays
 New Year’s Day 
January 1

Martin Luther King Jr 
Day Third Monday in 
January

Presidents’ Day Third 
Monday in February

Easter A Friday and Sun-
day in March or April

Memorial Day Last 
Monday in May

time. Waze is the best 
smartphone mapping 
service. It factors existing 
tra   c into its suggested 
route to get you there as 
quickly as possible.

 Street parking spots 
may be metered or re-
stricted, so obey posted 
signs to avoid a ticket. 
Private lots and parking 
garages cost at least $5 a 
day and can be more ex-
pensive downtown. Valet 
parking at hotels can cost 
as much as $40 a day.

 Municipal lots near 
Rodeo Dr in Beverly Hills 

and bordering Third St 
Promenade in Santa 
Monica are free for two 
hours.

Driver’s License
 Visitors can legally drive 
in California with a valid 
driver’s license issued in 
their home country. An 
International Driving Per-
mit is not compulsory.

 Metro Rail
y  Best for... Traveling 
between downtown, the 
Valley, Hollywood, Culver 
City and Exposition Park.

 Operated by MTA, Met-
ro subway and light-rail 
trains connect downtown 
with Hollywood, Los Feliz 
and Universal City (Red 
Line), Pasadena (Gold 
Line) LAX (Green Line), 
Long Beach (Blue Line) 
and Korea Town (Purple 
Line). 

 One-way fares on most 
trains are $1.50. Silver 
Line trains cost $2.45. 

 Trains run from 
approximately 5am to 
midnight.

120V/60Hz

120V/60Hz

Transportation Within LA
Burbank Downtown Hollywood LAX Long 

Beach
Pasadena Santa 

Monica
Burbank Metro Red 

Line 20min
Metro Red 
Line 4min

car 1hr car 1hr-
90min

car 30min car 1hr

Downtown Metro Red 
Line 20min

Metro Red 
Line 15min

Flyaway 
shuttle 
45min-1hr

Metro Blue 
Line 53min

Metro Gold 
Line 25min

Big Blue 
Bus 10 
40-90min

Hollywood Metro Red 
Line 4min

Metro Red 
Line 15min

car 45min-
1hr

car 90min car 
35-45min

car 
45min-1hr

LAX car 1hr Flyaway 
shuttle 
45min-1hr

car 45min-
1hr

car 45min car 
40min-1hr

car 
20-30min

Long 
Beach

car 1hr-
90min

Metro Blue 
Line 53min

car 90min car 45min car 45min car 45min

Pasadena car 30min Metro Gold 
Line 25min

car 35-
45min

car 40min-
1hr

car 45min car 40min

Santa 
Monica

car 1hr Big Blue 
Bus 10 40-
90min

car 45min-
1hr

car 20-
30min

car 45min car 40min
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QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best of 
  Los Angeles
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
  Los Angeles
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighborhood  by 
 neighborhood  

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Best Walks
See the city on foot

 Neighborhood s
What’s where

   Best…
The best experiences
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These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
t London Tube
j Tram
d Train

Lonely Planet’s 
Los Angeles
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
neighborhoods and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas 
to experience the real Los 
Angeles.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

Our selection of Los Angeles’ best places 
to eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighborhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong
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Amoeba Music store (p38), Hollywood
JAMES KIRKIKIS/GETTY IMAGES ©

 Welcome to 
Los Angeles

 LA runs deeper than the blonde beaches and celebrified 
hills would have you believe. It’s a beacon for small-town 
dreamers, an open-minded angel best defined by simple, 
life-affirming moments – a cracked-ice, Jazz Age cocktail 
on Beverly Blvd or a hike high into the Hollywood Hills 
sagebrush. And the night music. There is always night 
music.

 QuickStart 
Guide

Los Angeles Top Sights ..............................................8

Los Angeles Local Life ............................................. 12

Los Angeles Day Planner ..........................................14

Need to Know ............................................................ 16

Los Angeles Neighborhoods ................................... 18

7
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  Hollywood Boulevard & the Hollywood Walk of Fame (p24)
 In LA stars are more visible on-screen, in high-end restaurants and embedded 
in this speckled sidewalk than they are in the hazy night sky.
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Griffi  th 
Observatory & 
Hollywood Sign 
(p42)
Two iconic sights 
dominate the Hollywood 
Hills ridgeline. One is 
a stylish window onto 
the universe. The other 
needs no introduction.

Getty Center 
(p68)
 The Getty Center 
presents triple delights: 
a stellar art collection 
(Renaissance to David 
Hockney), Richard 
Meier’s cutting-edge 
architecture and truly 
captivating seasonal 
gardens.

La Brea Tar Pits 
& Page Museum 
(p72)
 Deep beneath Wilshire 
Blvd is a gooey treasure 
trove of crude oil and 
tusks and bones, where 
thousands of ice-age 
creatures perished 
between 10,000 and 
40,000 years ago.
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Top Sights  9
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